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We had a truly amazing - and busy -  
first week. Our days begin at 8:00 am, 
at which time we do any last minute 
prep for the day. We then meet about 
another hour and half to clean and 
reflect over the day. We are in 
constant calibration mode as we fine 

tune all of our lesson plans. As teachers 
and educators, we learned so many 
things from the students. In this 
newsletter, we will introduce you to the 
teachers and we will hear from some of 
them as to what STARTALK means to 
them. 
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Program Director’s Message
This	STARTALK	program	could	not	have	been	possible	
without	without	our	supportive	and	dedicated	Instructors	
and	Teacher’s	Aids.	As	a	Program	Director,	I	feel	so	
fortunate	and	blessed	to	have	a	such	an	amazing	team	of	
teachers.	Not	only	are	they	all		dedicated	to	the	success	of	
this	program,	but	they	care	for	each	and	every	student’s	
success.				

On	behalf	of	the	Korean	American	Center,	we	are	proud	to	
be	able	to	provide	these	current	and	future	educators	with	
the	opportunity	to	gain	valuable	and	unique	experience.		
Special	thanks	to	our	partner,	UCI	and	Co-Program	Director,	
Erica	Yun	and	the	School	of	Social	Ecology’s	Field	Studies.			

-	Tammy	Kim,	Managing	Director,	Korean	American	Center	

1. We have a Teacher to 
Student Ratio of 1:4 
(actually, its 1:3.6, but 
who’s counting!) Some 
days we have a 1:3 
ratio. This does not 
include the two 
program directors and 
interns.

2. This is the first Korean 
STARTALK program to 
ever be offered in 
Orange County.              

3. We are the only 
Korean STARTALK 
program specifically 
for Heritage students 
to be offered this 
year.   

Fun
facts3

STARTALK’S 
MISSION: Promoting 

the education of 
critical languages 
through summer 

student and teacher 
programs
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When I first heard of the opportunity to work as 
a teacher’s aide for 
STARTALK, I didn’t 
really know what to 
expect. But after only 
one week of working 
and spending time with 
the kids, I am very 
grateful that I was able 
to experience a program 
like this. Learning and 
maintaining one’s 
heritage language is 
important not only for 
Korean American 
students but also for the 
future of our culture 
itself. It is so rewarding 
to be surrounded by a 
community of young 
Korean Americans who 
are so eager to learn 
more about their own 
culture.                          

It is amazing to see their dedication by coming 
every day with such 
positive energy and 
eagerness to participate 
in class. The highlight 
of my day is seeing 
them follow along to 
songs enthusiastically. 
The students have 
grown so much since 
the first day.  I am so 
thankful to be a part of 
a team of amazing 
teachers who have put 
so much of their time 
and effort to make this 
a great experience for 
the students. We have 
so much planned for 
the next couple of 
weeks, and I hope the 
students are excited for 
all the fun and activities 
that await! 

Anne Song 송동은

Our Teachers 우리 선생님들

Anne is a recent graduate 
of Smith College. She is 
currently pursuing a 
career in Communication 
Disorders and works at 
Woodbridge High School 
as an Instructional Aid for 
Special Education.  
Anne has been teaching 
Korean here at Korean 

American Center for our 
adult program. She is 
deeply committed to 
promoting Korean 
language and cultural 
awareness. She is 
currently the Teacher for 
team 문.  

Isabella Park 박지수

Isabella is currently a third year student 
majoring in Psychology and Social Behavior. 
She is part of the Field Studies Program for the 
School of Ecology at UCI
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Dahye Rim 임다혜
Working as a teacher assistant for this 
STARTALK 2018 summer program has been 
more wonderful than I could have ever 
expected. I was very impressed to see the 
students participating this program trying so 
hard to follow and understand the lesson. 
Especially, when doing group competitions, 
every group member in my "강아지"(puppy) 
group was very active. They tried to find the 
answers using Korean by combined the 
sounds of the consonant and vowels that they 
learned from the past week. Even though they 

sometimes had a hard time finding the 
answers, the whole group was helping each 
other and that led them to win the 
competition. It is very worthwhile to see the 
students repeat the words that they learned 
from the class, and when they are curious to 

learn the meaning of the new words. The 
highlight from the past week was seeing how 
the students have been improved so much. 
Through the story of our class’ “Hero of the 
Week”, "심청"(Shim-Chung), students 
learned not only the word "효" (filial piety), 
the central theme of the story, they learned 
how one can 
truly respect 
their parents. 
They also 
further 
understand 
the concept 
of filial piety 
after doing 
their 
homework, 
which was 
practicing 
filial piety to 
their parents. 
The past week was very busy, but very worth 
it. All the students in this program are learning 
so fast and they understand the concepts very 
well. My hope is that every student in this 
STARTALK Summer program feels more 
comfortable and has more confidence with 
using Korean after this program ends. Lastly, I 
just want to say that I am so glad to work on 
this wonderful program, and I am the lucky 
one for meeting all these beautiful students. 

Sunny Paek 백금선
Sunny 선생님 has been 
teaching our youth 
program since we first 
started. She ran last year’s 
summer immersion 
program for high school 
students. She brings with 

her a lot of creative 
teaching strategies. Both 
our youth and adult 
students love her! We are 
so happy to have her on 
the team. 

Dahye is currently a fourth year 
student majoring in Psychology 
and Social Behavior. She is part of 
the UCI School Ecology Field 
Studies Program. 
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“Ahn Nyeong Ha Se Yo (안녕
하세요)!” By the end of the 
week, these words naturally 
filled the class as children 
walked in. With just a week of 
learning, even the children 
with no background of Korean 
culture bowed their heads 
while greeting us with these 
words. STARTALK 2018 
Summer Program teaches not 
only Korean language but also 
its heritage and culture. The 
program continued to 
enlighten children, loading 
them with numerous new 
concepts, from 한글 (the 
Korean Alphabet) to 효 (filial 
piety). Through diversified 
activities, the students quickly 
absorbed new information. All 
of the students actively 
participated despite their 
frustration with the abundance 
of unacquainted materials. 
With collaboration and 
encouragement of one another, 
the efficacy of learning was 

amplified. It was only few 
days ago that they learned 
each consonant of Korean 
language, but they are now 
able to read and write Korean 
vocabularies. By just one week 
of learning, most kids aced the 
dictation test. Furthermore, I 
could not be any more proud 
when one of the kids who 
struggled the most 
with Hangul shouted 
out “불고기, 불고
기!” confidently to 
answer a question in 
the team competition 
by the fourth day. 
When I first heard 
about STARTALK 
Summer Program, I 
considered it a very 
valuable opportunity 
and asked to 
volunteer. However, I 
was still unsure as to 
exactly how it would 
differ from the 
Korean Schools 
operated by the 
churches. But after 
one week as a part of 
the program, it was 
clear that 
STARTALK with 
Korean American 
Center (KAC) is in a 
completely different 
league. This program 
lets students learn 
effectively with fun 

and enjoyable activities, and I 
wish it becomes accessible to 
a greater number of students. I 
further hope, through the 
program, the children have 
more interest in Korean 
culture. I also hope the 
program further instills more 
confidence in themselves and 
their heritage. 

Jane Oh 오송희

  Migyung Lee 이미경 

Migyung Lee 선생님 is the Chief Instructor 
for the Korean American Center. She was 
in Korea last week receiving Korean 
American Center’s  designation as a King 
Sejong Institute for our adult program. 
Not only was she representing the Korean 
American Center, but the United States!  
We Look forward to seeing her in the 
upcoming weeks. 

Jane is part of UCI’s School of Ecology 
field study program. She graduated 
with a degree in Criminology
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Jini 선생님 has been teaching for Korean 
American Center’s kids, youth, and adults. She 
has taught students ranging from 1.5 years old 
(Parent & Me Korean program) to over 70 years 
old. Being a fully bilingual teacher, Jini brings 
an understanding of the nuances of both 
languages. Students LOVE her! 

Jini has her Masters in Linguistics from San 
Diego State University and is in the process of 
completing her California teaching credentials 
in Dual Language Korean education from Cal 
State Fullerton.  

She is also actively involved in promoting 
Korean language, culture and history through 
the annual National Korean Studies Seminar.  

Jini Shim Lead Instructor 

Christian 
Shin 신태환 
Intern & 
STARTALK 
Alumni 
Christian is an 
incoming 11th grader 
at Northwood High 
School in Irvine. He 
attended STARTALK 
Korean heritage 
program for high 
school students 
hosted by UCLA two 

years ago. He was so 
moved by his 
STARTALK 
experience, he 
jumped at the chance 
to become an intern 
for this program. We 
are happy to provide 
Christian with a 
chance to gain 
additional exposure 
to Korean and also 
providing internship 
opportunities to 
STARTALK Alums.
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Monday, November 30, 2020 

Quisque auctor erat vel nunc ultriciesExtended STARTALK Team

Mark Kim - Teacher’s Aid. 
Currently attending UCI

Peter Park 박정현 - Teacher’s 
Aid. Currently attending UCI

Mrs. Jun & Mrs. Park - content artists. They 
create our original content. 

Our STARTALK Team 
Lead, Dr. Muhammad 
Eissa - foreign 
language educator and 
expert. 
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Monday, November 30, 2020 

Quisque auctor erat vel nunc ultriciesStudent’s First Week


